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Media Release  

Syngenta Corn Genetic Stocks Donation Will Accelerate Research from 
Genome Map to Advanced Corn Seed 
 
Washington, DC, February 28, 2008 

Syngenta announced today it will donate a portion of its Allelic Diversity platform to the Maize 
Functional Diversity Group who, with other researchers, will use it to help accelerate the global 
knowledge of corn genetics for the ultimate benefit of growers worldwide.  The donation was 
announced at the 50th Annual Maize Genetics Conference in Washington, DC.    

The Maize Functional Diversity Group is a consortium of leading senior researchers at 
universities and other research centers devoted to improving knowledge of corn genetics.  
Syngenta will donate approximately 7500 corn genetic stocks that contain segments of 
ancestral DNA and the marker data associated with the lines for public research.  This will help 
the Group and other researchers make concrete use of knowledge of the corn genome to 
improve delivery of complex corn traits.   

Current breeding methods have enabled continued increases in corn yields, driving it to 
become the largest crop in the Americas, with an annual production of approximately 600 
million tons.  However, emerging science is opening new avenues to help researchers 
understand and improve crops.   

“Our ability to rapidly and efficiently leverage allelic diversity is key to a future of improved corn 
harvests,” said Ray Riley, Head Corn and Soybean Product Development at Syngenta.  “This 
contribution is part of Syngenta’s ongoing commitment to advance the science needed to bring 
more valuable and yield-enhancing products for benefit of growers and consumers.” 

"Maize is the most diverse crop in the world, and this donation in conjunction with other recently 
developed germplasm provides unparalleled opportunities to use natural variation to improve 
agriculture,” said Ed Buckler, USDA-ARS Scientist with Cornell University.  “Additionally, it 
helps make maize the premier model for understanding complex trait variation." 

Explicit in the Syngenta donation is enablement and encouragement of unencumbered 
reporting of scientific findings related to the use of the donated materials.  Those who access 
the genetic resources donated by Syngenta will agree not to obtain intellectual property rights 
on the material or knowledge gained through their use of the donated materials.  In partnership 
with the GENERATION Challenge Programme, (GCP) of the Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), Syngenta will also aid in the dissemination of the 
nearly isogenic line populations to researchers worldwide.  

“This donation is very opportune for public research as this plant material will boost the 
identification of new alleles relevant to maize breeding,” commented Jean-Marcel Ribaut, GCP 
Director. “Our broad network of partners, such as the International Maize and Wheat 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Improvement Center (CIMMYT), should ensure wide distribution of this genetic resource and 
meaningful impact, in particular to the global South.” 

Syngenta is a world-leading agribusiness committed to sustainable agriculture through 
innovative research and technology.  The company is a leader in crop protection, and ranks 
third in the high-value commercial seeds market.  Sales in 2007 were approximately $9.2 
billion.  Syngenta employs over 21,000 people in more than 90 countries.  Syngenta is listed on 
the Swiss stock exchange (SYNN) and in New York (SYT).  Further information is available at 
www.syngenta.com. 
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Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 

This document contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, ‘would’, ‘will’, 
‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions.  Such statements may be subject to risks and 
uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements.  We refer you to Syngenta's publicly 
available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for information about these and other risks and uncertainties. 
Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other 
factors.  This document does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to sell or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to 
purchase or subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form the basis of, or be relied on in 
connection with, any contract therefore. 
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