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GCP in brief  

§ Launched in August 2003 

§ 10-year framework (2004ï2008; 2009ï2013) 

§ About US$15M annual budget 

§ Via CGIAR (DFID, EC, SDC, USAID, CG Fund Council) 

§ Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

§ Target areas: Harsh drought-prone environments 

§ Africa (SSA), S & SE Asia, LA 

§ Mandate crops 
§ Cereals: maize, rice, sorghum, wheat,  

§ Legumes: beans, chickpeas, cowpeas, groundnuts 

§ Root and tubers: cassava   

§ A CGIAR Challenge Programme hosted at CIMMYT 
 

Main objective: To use genetic diversity and advanced plant science to 
improve crops for greater food security in the developing world 

 

GCP : A broker in plant science bridging the gap between upstream 
and applied science 

www.generationcp.org  
 

http://www.generationcp.org
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The GCP network in 2010:  

200+ Institutes  
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Partnerships 

�z EPMR panel noted that GCP community is one of the 

Programmeôs crucial assets. In their words: ñPerhaps the 

most important value of GCP thus far, is the opportunities 

it has provided for people of diverse backgrounds to think 

collectively about solutions to complex problems, and, in 

the process, to learn from one another��� ́

Linking upstream with applied science 

�z The sorghum case: From Cornell to Moi University with a 

stop in Brazil 

�z Within a decade: Plantlet under hydroponics ï Gene 

cloned ï Favourable alleles identified ï Improved 

germplasm for Brazil ï Improved germplasm for Kenya 

Evolution of roles and responsibilities 

�z Leader become mentors  

�z Trainees become doers and leaders 
 

 

Major achievement: GCP community  


